168. PETITION TO TRANSVAAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLE
JOHANNESBURG,
June 15, 1908
TO
THE HON'BLE THE SPEAKER AND MEMBERS OF
THE HON'BLE THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF THE TRANSVAAL
PRETORIA
THE PETITION OF ESSOP ISMAIL MIA IN His CAPACITY AS CHAIRMAN
OF THE BRITISH INDIAN ASSOCIATION OF THE TRANSVAAL
HUMBLY SHEWETH THAT
1.  Your Petitioner lias read with alarm Sections 3, 104, 113, 114,
127,128 of the Bill2 to amend the Gold Law of the Colony, recently pub-
lished in the Government Ga&tte.
2.   Your Petitioner humbly submits that the above-mentioned
Sections, if they are approved by this Hon'ble House, will impose upon
British Indians resident in the Transvaal disabilities graver than those
contemplated by the existing Gold Law, thereby inflicting grave loss to
and threatening with rum a community admitted to be peaceable and
law-abiding.
3.  Your Petitioner ventures to draw the attention of this Hon'ble
House to the following specific objections3 on the part of the British
Indians resident in this Colony:
(a)  The Bill retains in the definition of the term "Coloured
person" the word "coolie", which, as this Hon'ble House is doubt-
less aware, when applied to the present British Indian population
of the Colony, is an offensive term, there being in the Transvaal
very few, if any, "coolies" in the proper sense of the term.  More-
over, the bracketing together of African aboriginal Natives and
Asiatics, British subjects and non-British subjects, is to ignore the
peculiar position occupied by British Indian subjects of the Crown.
(b)   In your Petitioner's humble opinion, the definition of
"unwrought gold" is calculated to prevent Indian goldsmiths from
plying their trade of manufacturing goldware and jewellery even
out of gold bars prepared b and imported from England, and, it is
submitted, this would be a grievous hardship for the goldsmiths
b question.
1 This appeared in Indian Opinion, 20-6-1908, under the title "Transvaal Gold
Law: British Indian Protest".
2 For the relevant sections of the Draft Gold Law, vide Appendix II.
3  Vide also "Letter to Colonial Secretary", pp. 200-1.